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by Mac Barnett and Jon Scieszka 
Pictures by Matthew Myers 
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unny woke up from a night of pleasant 
^P^^^ dreams. Today is a very special day, he 

thought. Today is my birthday. Today, I 


am not just a bunny. 













i am the Birthday Bunny! 








Birthday Bunny made himself his favorite 


breakfast: carrot juice and a bowl of Carrot Crispies. 
“My birthday is the most special day of the year 
because I get super birthday presents from all my 
friends. And 1 get to do whatever I want. I wonder 


who will be the first to give me a present?” 


Birthday Bunny started on his path, hopping 


through the trees. 













On the way, Birthday Bunny met Crow. 

“Hello, Bunny!” said Crow. “Today is a special day!” 


“That is so true!” said Birthday Bunny. 



Crow swooped down. “I am saving shiny pebbles 
for my Sparkly Nest. And I have just finished my 


collection.” 






"Oh,” said Birthday Bunny. “I will be on my way.” 
Bunny hopped sadly past Crow. 

“Bye, Bunny,” said Crow, and flew off into the sky. 


Birthday Bunny kept hopping through the woods 


until he saw Badger. 

“Greetings, Bunny,” said Badger. “Why are you 
hopping so sadly? Today is a special day. ” 









Yes, it is!” said Bunny. 


Badger motioned with his paw. “Today I found a 


perfect spot for my burrow, next to a big, shady tree 


Oh,” said Birthday Bunny. “I suppose that is special 


Good-bye, Bunny! ” said Badger. He went back to digging 
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Birthday Bunny hopped and hopped until he saw 
Squirrel. 

“Stop for a moment. I have a surprise,” said 
Squirrel. “Today is a special day! ” 

“Yes, it is!” said the Birthday Bunny. 

Squirrel smiled. “Today is a special day because I 
have stored so many nuts in my tree and now I am 


ready for the winter.” 


Birthday Bunny frowned. 



“Yes, that is special.” 


“You should plan to save too, Bunny!” said 
Squirrel, scampering up her tree. 



Birthday Bunny felt so very sad. “No one 
remembers it’s my special day. And now my 
day is almost done.” 


Birthday Bunny sat on a stump. 








Soon Bear and' "urtle came walking down the path 
together. 

“Yoo-hoo! Yoo-hoo! Over here, Bunny!” they said. 



“We were looking all over the forest to find you.” 
“ You were? ” said the Birthday Bunny. 

“Yes. For today is a special day!” 


“Yes, it is special!” said the Birthday Bunny. 


“Today we are making a very special boat. Can we 
borrow your handkerchief for a sail?” 


“Oh,” said Birthday Bunny. “That sounds very 
special. Yes, you can borrow my handkerchief.” 








The Birthday Bunny felt like crying again. 

Birthday Bunny went to his Special Thinking 
Place—a big gray rock in the Great Meadow. 

Everybody needs a Special Thinking Place where 
they can think their best thoughts. Where is your 
Special Thinking Place? 

Birthday Bunny thought, J just want everyone to 
remember my birthday. 


He thought about his friends, the other animals in 
the forest, and how they had forgotten his special day. 

Maybe I u/ill just never have another birthday 
again , thought Birthday Bunny. 
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Bunny thought, Who cares? 

Bunny thought, What's the use? 

Bunny thought, If no one treats a special day like a 
special day, is it a special day? 

Bunny thought, 

Must I hop on? 

I can’t hop on. 

I’ll hop on. 


t 



Birthday Bunny had been thinking so hard he 


didn’t hear a rustling in the bushes behind him. 


“SURPRISE! 


“Today is a special day,” said all the forest animals at once. 
“It is?” said the Birthday Bunny. 

“Yes. BECAUSE IT IS YOUR BIRTHDAY! AND THIS IS 
YOUR SPECIAL SURPRISE BIRTHDAY PARTY THAT WE 
HAVE BEEN PLANNING ALL ALONG.” 



“Oh!” said the Birthday Bunny. “All my friends 
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are wonderful!” 










Crow gave Bunny his shiniest stone. 



Badger gave Bunny a drum made from a log. 

i 



Squirrel gave Bunny a clock made out of nuts. 



And Bear and Turtle gave Bunny a necktie made from 


his handkerchief. 







The animals all ate carrot cake and 


laughed and danced, and laughed and 


danced some more 


i 






Then Bunny stood in the middle of the clearing. “I 
have a special birthday speech to make,” he said. 

“You have surprised me with the greatest birthday 
present. 



“Now I know that every day is special if it’s a day 
spent with your friends.” 

“Hooray! ” shouted the animals in the forest. 
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Which books from our 








dorable 


junny 
ollection 


have you read lately? 

The Good Bunny 
Bunny Easter 

I Grew Up in the Carrot Patch 
Sweet Bunny Dreams 
My Bunny Hopping 
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